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Dear Friends of St. Paul’s, 
Over the summer the church staff and I have been working diligently to present our kids, teens, and adults with quality 
formation groups this fall. Throughout this Messenger, you’ll find lots of ways to learn in community about the Bible, about 
Jesus, and about living out our Christian values. 
Here’s the main highlights: 

 Two Godly Play Rooms this Year – Upper and Lower 
A new Godly Play room for 3rd – 6th grade will begin, allowing the kids to engage with the materials at a more 
age-appropriate level. 

 Jordan Sundberg is stepping into leadership in Godly Play  
I’m also really pleased that Jordan Sundberg will be taking a key leadership role in organizing Godly Play along with 
Sophie. Please welcome Jordan to our formation team and, if you have kids in Godly Play, please keep an eye out 
for communications from her. 

 Rector’s involvement in Youth Ministry  
This year I will have a teaching role in our two youth classes: the 4th – 6th grade youth group and the 7th – 9th 
grade youth group. Please see page 3 for details about these groups and a calendar. These groups will be given their 
first “adult” Bible at a special church blessing on September 27 and then learn how to use them over the course of 
the year. The groups will be working with a curriculum called Follow Me that is progressive, scripturally based, and 
approaches teens with intellectual respect. 

 Adult Forums are Growing  
Wednesday Adult forums are being organized and held by Jill Peterman, Sue Sommer, and Tamara Jansen. You can 
read more about what their plan is for these forums on page 7. Deacon Pat will begin another cohort of Practicing 
the Way, which I highly recommend to anyone wishing to deepen their faith personally through simple practices. 
Please see page 4 for an update from Deacon Pat. Book and Bible Study groups are also active. 

Lastly, I want to make sure you know that you are invited to Pride Sunday at 10 am on September 6. Each year for Duluth-
Superior Pride, one of the affirming churches hosts an inter-Christian worship service that is available to all. This year we 
volunteered to host. We will be offering a relatively traditional Rite II service with special texts for Pride. I hope to show 
the local community that you can have a traditional church that is also welcoming and affirming. We will be joined by Peace 
UCC, Pilgrim Congregational, and the Unitarians of Duluth, among Pride Festival goers. There will be a social hour before 
the service in addition to coffee hour after the service, thanks to Susan Anderson and Natalie Constance. 
I look forward to seeing you this month, returning from your many adventures! 

Peace, 

Maggie 
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Youth Groups in 2026 – 2027 
This year both youth groups will be given their own NRSV Bibles (as a kind of ‘first grown up Bible’ gift) and will spend the 
year learning how to use it. We will use portions of a curriculum called Follow Me that is progressive, scriptural, and offers 
practical uses for the texts that we read. Because we will order a Bible for each teen in each group, registration is 
necessary. An online registration will be at stpaulsduluth.org/sign-up. 

Bible presentation and blessing will be on Sunday, September 27. 

 

New This Year: The 4 to 6 from 4 pm to 6 pm 
Monthly, 3rd Wednesdays -- September 16, October 21, November 15, and December 16 
Recognizing that grades 4, 5, and 6 are critical years for big questions about God and church, we’re spending special 
attention on this crew this year. In addition to a new upper Godly Play class, these students will have a youth group 
opportunity once a month. “The 4 to 6” will meet on the 3rd Wednesdays, have about an hour of gathering time, and then 
join the 5:15 pm Eucharist. Parents are welcome to join the Eucharist with their kids and then stay for supper. Lead 
teachers will be Maggie and Sophie. This is an experiment, so we need at least five students to register officially in 
order to make it work. 
 

Upper Youth Group:  
Grades 7–9 and Up from 6:30 to 8 pm 
Bi-Weekly, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays – September 16, October 7 and 21, November 4 and 18, December 2 and 16 
The upper youth group is geared for pre-Confirmation students but is open to those who have already been confirmed, as 
it is a new curriculum and a new focus. This group will go more in depth into the different units we are doing from Follow 
Me. The lead teachers in this group will be Maggie, Joann, and Brad. 
 

Become an Acolyte 

St. Paul's is looking for tweens and teens (typically ages 11-18) interested in becoming church 
acolytes.  Being an acolyte is a great way to serve your church and an opportunity to make new 
friends!  Please consider this, discuss it with your parents, and contact Holly Hansen by September 15 to 
sign up or ask questions. Phone: 218-310-1674; email: hlhansen13@gmail.com  

REMINDER - St. Paul’s has excellent scholarship opportunities for teens who are involved in the life of the parish! 
The easiest way to get involved is to serve as an acolyte.  

 

Landscape St. Paul's Churchyard 

Thursday, September 3, 4:30-6:30 pm 

St. Paul's annual Landscape Maintenance Workday will be Thursday, September 3, (rain date September 8). Join us 
any time between 4:30 - 6:30 pm. Projects include planting a few hostas and a tree, hauling and placing mulch and installing 
deer fences. Bring garden gloves; optional: shovels, pitchfork, wheelbarrow. Contact Carol Andrews (218-390-8981) or 
Kathy Marinac (218-341-8448) for more information. 
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Scope & Sequence – Topics for this Fall 
A Special Blessing of the Students’ new Bibles  

will be at the 10 am service on Sunday, September 27. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are also planning to return to White Earth this fall! 
This trip will be a full-family offering, so teens and their parents are asked to attend together. This will be the Thursday – 
Saturday of MEA weekend, or October 15–17. Families will be responsible for booking hotel rooms on the reservation, and 
our leaders are planning the structure of the weekend. Contact Sophie for more information at kids@stpaulsduluth.org. 

 

The 4 to 6 – 4 pm to 6 pm Upper Youth Group – 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Following Jesus Unit 

September 16 
Introductions & Following Jesus Unit 
John 1:35 – 50 
 
 
 
 
 
October 21 
Following Jesus: Learn to Love 
Matthew 22:34-40 

September 16 
Introductions & Following Jesus  
John 1:35 – 50 
 
October 7 
Following Jesus Together 
John 15:1-15 
 
October 21 
Following Jesus: Learn to Love 
Matthew 22:34-40 
 
November 4 
Following by Leading 
Matthew 28:16-20 

November 11 
All Ages Movie Night at Zeitgeist 

The Philadelphia 11: The First Women Priests in the Episcopal Church 
6:15 pm, Tickets are $11.11 OR $52 each 

Do Not Fear Unit 
November 18 
Do Not Fear: Trust God’s Promises 
1 Samuel 17:31–40; Matthew 1:18–25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 16 
Do Not Fear: One Step at a Time 
Luke 2:8-20 

November 18 
Do Not Fear: Trust God’s Promises 
1 Samuel 17:31–40; Matthew 1:18–25 
 
 
December 2 
Do Not Fear: Tune In to God’s Presence  
(2 Kings 6:8–17; Luke 1:26–38) 
 
December 16 
Do Not Fear: One Step at a Time 
Luke 2:8-20 
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From Deacon Pat 

After a wonderful summer sabbatical and transition into retirement from Chum, it’s wonderful to be 
back at St. Paul’s! I spent a lot of time during the past couple months with the designer of the 
Practicing the Way (PTW) course, John Mark Comer, in his podcasts and books. I found The Ruthless 
Elimination of Hurry to be a perfect support during this season of change. 

Having more time really enabled me to spend the spring and summer with Gardening as Spiritual 
Practice. My vegetable garden is growing well and we are enjoying daily meals of fresh produce. My 
pollinator yard, which was completely overgrown with spreading spirea, creeping bellflower and 
buckthorn, is well on the way to a healthy and lovely balance. 

Many of you know that I am building an addition for “aging in place” that provides main floor bed/bath 
and enables me to open my second floor to share with another household. The addition experienced more delays than 
anticipated but is now hopefully within a few weeks from completion. In the meantime, my son Michael with wife Elizabeth 
and grandson Sanders are moving in as they transition from Moorhead. I have a 7-year-old roommate until I can move in 
downstairs! Another son, Matthew, still lives in my basement. 

At St. Paul’s this fall I’m looking forward to offering the primary PTW course as a daytime offering, and evening studies in 
specific spiritual practices throughout the year. I’m serving my second term on the ECMN’s Council on Deacons and am 
now part of a team of deacons who will assist the bishop as he travels throughout the state. 

I picked up watercolors and ukulele with friends and purchased a long-arm quilting machine as a primary creative outlet 
(and quilting for others as a side income). Marta Maddy and I have planned the next quilt offering for raffle to support 
Chum. We look forward to working with quilters this fall to bring the vision to reality. Last year’s quilt raised $10,500, 
thanks to the help of many congregations in selling raffle tickets! 

Finally, I have been preserving much of the bounty of my garden and will be providing meals for both my household of five 
and Angel Meals for Loaves and Fishes on a regular basis each month this year. 

This is a glimpse of the coming season of my life, both personal and at St. Paul’s. If you would like to join me in any of these 
adventures, please feel free to reach out! 

Blessings, 

Deacon Pat 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Help Clean the Sanctuary 

As this Messenger is getting written, St. Paul’s finds itself in the middle of ‘construction season’. Work continues on the 
new heating system with hopes of it being completed in September, and the elevator work will be starting in 
September. Now if any of you have done construction in your home, you are aware that dust is always involved. As plans 
start for the church year to begin, we will start like we do at home, cleaning. Write this date down: Saturday, October 
10, from 10 am to 1 pm. We will have a cleaning get-together. We will gather at 10 am to clean the Sanctuary. Everyone is 
encouraged to lend a hand to vacuum, dust and clean the wood. Feel free to bring your own gloves and supplies; but don’t 
worry, I will also bring supplies. Bring the whole family to share in the joy of our beautiful church. 
 
Peace be with you, 
 
Lynnea Hultkrantz 
Altar Guild Director 
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Lost Treasures from the Archives 
ARTHUR F. M. CUSTANCE 
Born in Hereford, England on January 28,1866, Arthur F. M. Custance was a son and grandson of clergymen in the Church 
of England. After a preparatory education, he studied at Lancing College and Brasenose College, graduating from Brasenose 
in Oxford, England, with a Bachelor of Music degree. Following graduation, he taught school in Wales for a short time 
before leaving England for St. Johns, New Brunswick. 
He came to the United States in 1892 to join the faculty of Duluth Central High School where he taught Latin, a position 
he held for 34 years. He was a strong advocate for the teaching of Latin in the curriculum of the public schools. To him 
Latin was the history and literature of a powerful and scholarly people, and knowledge of Latin derivatives offered a deeper 
understanding of the English language. His courses were difficult, but his classes were overflowing. Few could match his 
ability to interest students. To the community he was more than an individual-he was an institution. He left his impression 
upon all those he touched -- his thousands of students who profited by his inspiration during 40 years of teaching, His 
church friends who sat in awe at his deftness at the organ, and all those who knew him in his many Masonic relationships 
and who marveled at the many-sided versatility of his genius. 
Custance was a born musician, a natural organist; his compositions were admired and he had the rare ability of fitting 
words to them with his spontaneous gift of rhyme. Serving as organist and choir master at St. Paul's Episcopal Church for 
28 years, he also directed and coached the Ionic Lodge Male Chorus and the Scottish Rite Quartet. He compiled and 
arranged a volume Ex Oriente, containing selections suitable for use in all the degrees of the Scottish Rite. While the 
majority of these are his original compositions written expressly for these Degrees, the volume also contains arrangements 
and adaptations from the works of well-known composers. Many of his compositions are still used by many Masonic orders 
throughout the country. 
In addition to being widely known for his musical work in the Masonic fraternity, hundreds of Custance's other 
compositions and arrangements were published by nationally-known publishers. His best-known musical score is "Taps" 
written to the words composed by H. S. Spencer of the U. S. Navy. This song won the attention of John Philip Sousa, who 
programmed it many times. 
Because of his musical ability Custance was appointed to arrange and conduct the music at the dedication ceremonies of 
the present Scottish Rite House of the Temple in Washington, D.C. on October 18, 1915. The dedication program 
included several of his original compositions. He also served as Organist for the Scottish Rite Supreme Council, Southern 
Jurisdiction from 1919 to 1923. Custance was a 
recognized authority on Masonry. He was raised 
to the Master Mason degree in the Apollo 
University Lodge No. 357 at Oxford, England on 
June 16, 1887 and coroneted a Thirty-third Degree 
Inspector General Honorary by the Supreme 
Council, Southern Jurisdiction in 1919. 
He died on August 21, 1926, leaving an indelible 
mark in the memory of all who were privileged to 
share his genius. A bronze tablet in his memory is 
displayed in the Valley of Duluth Scottish Rite 
Temple, a gift of the Scottish Rite Class of 1926. 
On it is inscribed: "Never was there a more 
faithful Brother.” A deserved tribute to a Man and 
His Music. 
 
Source: The Scottish Rite of Freemasonry in Minnesota 1867-2001 

Respectfully Submitted by Rita Rosenberger and Bob Silverness 
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From Your Bookkeeper 

Dear Parishioners, 

Thank you all for your incredible generosity to St. Paul’s Church! Your contributions allow St. Paul’s 
to be a vital part of the community and keep our programming alive. 

Continual Reminder: When making your contribution to either the Capital Campaign, Annual Pledge, 
or any specific project, please note on the memo line of your check to which of those Funds the 
contribution is to be credited. When making Capital Campaign gifts through our online system, please 
make sure to select the “Capital Campaign” button to ensure that your contribution does not go to 
General Operating. 

July 2026 financials were presented to the Finance Committee and Vestry at their August meetings. Below is a summary of 
the July General Operating Fund results.

MONTHLY FIGURES: July This Month Year-to-Date 

Total Pledges collected 
$26,636.81 $239,097.99

Total non-pledged collection $3,191.75 $27,036.49
Investment support $6,959.25 $54,765.05
Total Income 

$36,787.81 $320,899.53
     
Total Expenses $46,022.80 $348,381.56
Amount over/(short) 

($9,234.99) ($27,482.03)
Of note: We are already running a deficit fairly early in the year. 
Both pledge and non-pledge income were less than budgeted for the month and below budget year-to-date. St. Paul’s continues be 
very diligent about expenses, keeping them under budget for July, as well as year to date.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any questions, please call my office or email me at bookkeeper@stpaulsduluth.org. 

Christine Melone, 
Bookkeeper 

Building Our Legacy 
MONTHLY FIGURES: thru July Start-to-date 
 
Total Pledges collected $848,994.31
PIF Heritage account $5862.53
Interest $9,086.45
Gain/loss sale of stock -$349.12
Total Income $863,073.64 
   
Expenses:   
Campaign Expenses $63,937.97
Heating System Project $2,500.00
Elevator Deposit $37,326.40
Total Expenses $103,764.37 
Amount over/(short) $759,829.80 
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Adult Formation 

What the heck is Adult Formation? Is it the same as 
Adult Education?  An answer might be summed up in this 
prayer: 
 

Dear Lord, of these three things I pray: 
To see thee more clearly 
Love thee more dearly 
Follow thee more nearly 
Day by Day. 

 
Adult Education might teach us that this prayer is 
attributed to St. Richard of Chichester. We might learn 
more about him and his influence in the pre-Reformation 
Anglican Church. We might learn that prayer is set to 
music and is #654 in our hymnal. People of a certain age 
might remember that it was featured in Godspell with a 
really catchy tune, which might lead us to compare that 
musical theologically with its contemporary, Jesus Christ 
Superstar. All of this is great! And… 
 
…Engaging in the lifelong work of what this prayer 
actually points us to is Adult Formation. Baptism got us 
started; formation is what keeps us growing as adult 
Christians living in a complex world. It’s for everyone at 
every stage of life. 
 
 St. Paul’s offers a host of formation opportunities 
through Bible Studies, Book Groups, retreats, and more. 
Many of these are held during the day, making them 

unfortunately inaccessible for much of the congregation. 
Which brings us to Wednesday Evenings at St. Paul’s on 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month.  
 
Who is this for? Everyone who wants to see God more 
clearly in the here and now; who longs to be equipped to 
love God more dearly because the here and now can be 
challenging; who wants to follow God more nearly not 
just on Sunday mornings but throughout the week and 
would like some tools to do so.   
 
To that end, join us Wednesday evenings at St. Paul’s, 
beginning with a simple supper followed by a brief, 
engaging presentation and a chance to explore and 
respond to prompts around the table. Each week builds 
on the preceding week, but even if you’re juggling a busy 
schedule, know that even periodic participation will 
nourish your spirit. We’ll be using a program specifically 
geared for adult learners which links up with the 
materials that Rev. Maggie will be using with the youth in 
their classes – a plus for parents whose kids are in that 
class.   
 
Wednesday Evening Adult Formation kicks off on 
September 16. Watch this space for more information! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

The Rev. Sue Sommer
 

 
 

Do You Want to Be Baptized? 
September 13 and November 1 
St. Paul's has two baptism dates coming up this fall: Sunday, September 13 (Rally Day) and 
Sunday, November 1 (All Saints Sunday). If you are seeking baptism for your child(ren), 
please reach out to the Parish Office to begin the process. There will be a preparation class 
for parents and elementary-aged candidates on August 30 and October 25 at 11:30 am. 
Parents of infants will make separate arrangements for time with the Rector in advance of 
the baptism. Adults seeking baptism are invited pursue a course of study over the fall and 
winter, culminating in baptism at the Easter Vigil on March 27, 2027. Adults interested in 
baptism should reach out to the parish office in the early fall to begin the process. 
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From Your Senior Warden 
New Volunteer Teams: Over the summer several new volunteer teams at St. Paul’s have been recruited each with a 
designated leader and staff liaison. Kitchen Stewards team: Susan Brown (leader) with Natalie Constance, Jay Austin, Kathy 
Leonard, Kathy Marinac, and Sandy Stapp; staff liaison – Sophie. Maintenance/minor repairs team: Mike Maddy (leader) with 
Mark Brown, Jesse Devich, Tom Diener, Mike French, Chris Meehan, Gary Olson, and Bill Stapp; staff liaison – Rita. Sunday 
8 am open-up team: John Pastor (leader) with Matt Gustafson, Alan Mackenzie, and Faye Witt; staff liaison – Maggie. 
Garden team: John Pastor & Carol Andrews (co-leaders) with Mary Dragich, and Kathy Marinac; staff liaison – Rita. Parish 
Hall event setup team: currently three volunteers, but three or more are needed: Jason Butcher, Chris Meehan, and Harley 
Schreck; staff liaison – Rita. The Vestry thanks these parishioners for volunteering to make our community life better. 
Annual Giving – 2027 Team: This fall, October-November, our annual giving campaign for 2027 will be led by Diane 
Morin, Diane Kolquist, Eric Jundt, and Chris Meehan. During this period, we will be asked to make our pledges for the 
coming calendar year. The Vestry thanks these four parishioners for their leadership and service. 

Major Capital Projects Update: The heating system modernization project by Jamar Company is well underway with 
completion expected by mid-September. The elevator renovation project by Larson Elevator Company will commence 
sometime during September requiring about three weeks of work. 

Rally Sunday: Every year our busy church activity calendar starts with Rally Sunday, which is September 13 following the 
10 am service. Please join your fellow parishioners in this fun and engaging event that features lunch and activities for the 
children. Providing good weather, the event will be held outdoors on the church front lawn. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas Elliott, 
Senior Warden 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Member Cohort 
Four Sessions: Sundays, September 20 – October 11 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm, Olcott Room 
Are you interested in officially joining St. Paul’s? New members of the St. Paul’s community are invited to join a cohort. 
Whether you are a brand-new Episcopalian, or an ordained clergyperson, this gathering has something to offer you. Based 
in conversation and connection, we will reflect together on questions like: what drew you here? Why Jesus? And what does 
it mean to you to be part of a church? This will also be an opportunity to learn from long-term members of the parish and 
get connected here. Lunch will be shared among participants. Childcare arranged upon request. We will pick a date for a 
new member liturgy, based on availability, in late October or early November. To sign up please email Maggie at 
rector@stpaulsduluth.org. 
 
 
 

Thank You 
 
Here’s a big thank you to John Pastor and Mary Dragich for the beautiful garden flowers they have shared 
with us all summer for the Altar. Bringing God’s creation into the Sanctuary is a reminder of all the things 
God so graciously gives us. 

Lynnea Hultkrantz, 
Altar Guild 
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New Books in the Olcott Library 
Lincoln’s Bishop:  A President, a Priest and the Fate of 300 Dakota Sioux Warriors by Gustav 
Niebuhr.  On the Minnesota frontier in 1862 Dakota Sioux rose up and slaughtered hundreds of 
pioneer families.  Citizens demanded mass executions and deportations. Into this turmoil stepped the 
Rt. Rev. Henry Benjamin Whipple, the Minnesota’s first Episcopal bishop.  He made the case for 
mercy and a deeper justice which led to a meeting with President Lincoln, who after the meeting, was 
moved to intervene. 
 

 
Mary and I: Forty Years with the Sioux by Stephen R. Riggs.  First published in 1880, this is Riggs’ 
firsthand account of the 40 years of missionary life he and his wife spent among the Sioux in the Dakota 
territories beginning in June 1837, when they arrived at Fort Snelling on the Minnesota River. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Faye Witt 
 
 

Rally Day is coming SOON! 
Sunday, September 13 
The vibrant energy of fall is just around the corner, and we cannot wait for Rally Day. 
Following the 10:00 am service, our church family will officially kick off the new program 
year as we transition back to our fall schedule. After the slower pace of the summer 
months, this is our special time to gather, reengage, and celebrate the beautiful, shared 
life of St. Paul’s church community. 
Rally Day is packed with opportunities for fellowship, spiritual growth, and fun for all ages. 
Following our morning service, we invite you to stick around for: 

 Our Annual Parish Picnic: We will share a delicious meal together and catch up on summer stories. 
 Fun and Games: We will have outdoor games and a bouncy house for our kids to enjoy! 
 Christian Education Sign-Ups: Register your children for Sunday School and learn about upcoming adult 

formation classes. 
Whether you have been away traveling, attending a different service time, or are brand new to our community, your 
presence is what makes our church amazing. Come ready to reconnect with old friends, welcome new faces, and jump into 
a brand-new year of worship and ministry together. If you wish to volunteer, please contact Diane Morin @ 
demorin65@gmail.com or 218-491-0265. 
 
 
 

Celebrate Pride Sunday 
Sunday, September 6, 10:00 am 
The Duluth-Superior Pride celebration takes place on Labor Day Weekend. This year, we join with Peace UCC, the UUs of 

Duluth, and Pilgrim Congregational for a joint worship service at St. Paul's. We hope to share 
the rich tradition of the Episcopal Church with all who are longing for a liturgical church that 
truly welcomes and affirms LGBTQIA+ folks. We will use special texts for the occasion at 10 
am and have a 'regular' Rite I service at 8 am with the texts appointed for the day. 
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Fall Bible Study 
Fridays, 10 am, in October  This Fall the Friday morning Bible Study will read and discuss 
the book of Revelation—come join us to experience the final book of the Bible with all its unexpected 
symbols (dragons and beasts!) and challenging visions (plagues and battles) There will be lots to talk 
about and consider as we encounter John’s New Creation described about 100 years after Jesus died. 
Bring your Bible and join Reverends Marta Maddy and Barb Elliott for the discussions on Friday 
mornings, 10-11 am, beginning October 2.  
 

Faith Formation 
As I write this, I can hardly believe 
that it’s time to get back to school, 
regular programming, and a 
predictable rhythm of life. This 
summer I worked with a lot of 
folks to plan the coming year and 
envision some new spaces for 
youth formation.  
Godly Play: Jordan Sundberg has 

been busy behind the scenes recruiting and training 
teachers and has stepped into an ambitious leadership 
role. We are beginning the year with a new set of spaces 
on third floor. So, if your child is in K-6 grade, they will 
go upstairs for children’s church (instead of downstairs). 
There will be two rooms. We will be adhering to a mode 
of teaching that is closer to the vision of the Godly Play 
foundation, which includes “work” and “feast.” We will 
learn a lesson one week and spend the following week 
digesting what we’ve taken in through art and discussion 
(work). Each week will include something akin to 
communion that is shared in a circle (feast). Look for 
updates from Jordan about the lessons we’re learning, so 
that you can support your child’s spiritual growth if they 
have thoughts or questions they’d like to discuss. Godly 
Play will resume on September 20. 
New Youth Groups: As you hopefully read on the first 
page, Maggie is excited to spend more time on youth 
formation this year. I will be helping with this, as well as 
getting spaces ready and organizing meals for all in 
attendance on Wednesday evenings. It was great to get 
feedback from families this summer about how to best 

serve the youth at our church, and we hope to deliver! 
Please see Maggie’s article for the details if you have a 
child in the 4th grade and up. 
Rally Day: is September 13! This is the official kickoff 
for the programming year. Because there will be baptisms 
on that Sunday, kids will stay in the sanctuary during the 
service, but afterwards there will be a bouncy house and 
yard games outside as well as lunch for all. 
Kids Coffee Hours will be September 20 and October 25 
in the Children’s Room downstairs after the 10 am 
service. This is a chance for kids to play, sing, and get 
their sillies out. We will have special treats for them, and 
will host them until noon. 
White Earth 2.0: We’re going to White Earth again! 
Because we have a confirmation gap year, this will be an 
all-ages trip. The trip is planned for MEA weekend 
(Thursday 10/15 – Saturday 10/17), and will include visits 
to St. Columba’s, the Treaty Museum in Park Rapids, the 
Maker’s Place, talking circles, and visits with community 
members and elders. Pastor Mark Olson is leading the 
trip, and I will be attending as well. We will stay at the 
Shooting Star event center in Mahnomen. Please look for 
more information and email me if you and your family 
would like to come! 
I look forward to seeing you as we get going this fall! I 
hope you and yours are enjoying the last blast of summer.  
 
Peace be with you. 
Sophie Gray, Faith Formation Coordinator 

Deadline to submit items for the September issue  
of The Messenger is 

8:00 am, Thursday, September 17, 2026. 
Please email items to: office@stpaulsduluth.org 
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LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE – SEPTEMBER 2026 
Please find a sub if you are unavailable for your scheduled date. 

This schedule is also found on our website: www.stpaulsduluth.org/connect/members 
 

Altar Guild Duties for September 
September Linens: V Groth, L Kania 

Bread-Baking: A Rouse 
Stay up to date this Fall by signing up for the 

parish e-newsletter. Visit 
www.stpaulsduluth.org 
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